
THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 
INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 

MEMORANDUM FOR OFFICERS OONF%R3NCE - : 

A request has been received from t h e  Principal  of: McGi11 University 

f o r  a id  i n  the  development of c l i n i o a l  neurology, neurosurgery and t h e  

physiolom and pathology of t h e  nervous system. Spaoe f o r  laboratory work 
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i n  psychiatry i s  included i n  t h e  project.  The request i s  for a contr ibut ion 

only t o  researoh and/or teaching f a c i l i t i e s  and maintenance, t h e  o l in ioa l  

f a c i l i t i e s  and maintenance and p a r t  o f  t h e  research and teaching expenses 

being guaranteed by McGill University. The following f a c t s  a r e  presented: 

It i s  w e l l  known t h a t l u n t i l  ~. _- t h e  development of neuro- 
surgery t h e  s t a t u s  of teaching and research i n  neurology 
i n  North Ameriaa has been conspicuously behind t h a t  i n  
o ther  countries.  Exoepting neurosurgery it o m  be said 
t h a t  bn t h i s  continent we a re  s t i l l ’ s e r i o u s l y  defect ive 
i n  f a c i l i t i e s  and personnel f o r  t h e  imes t ig f i t i on  and 
teaching of t h e  diseases  of t h e  nervous system. At 
Harvard and a t  Chicago the re  a r e  developments i n  neurology 
along promising l i n e s  but  i n  t h e  o ther  sohools t h e r e  oan- 
not be said t o  e x i s t  t h e  c l i n i c a l  and laboratory f a c i l i t i o s  
and t h e  personnel equal t o  giving neurology t h e  development 
whioh it needs and would reward.*The oontributions of 
Amerioan surgery t o  neurology are of very great  importance, 
but u n t i l  properly balmced neuroloeical c l i n i c s  can be 
developed t o  ass imilate  it,modern neurosurgery w i l l  be 
more of a challenge t o  neurologis ts  abroad than  a part of 
neurology a t  home. This 1 s  espec ia l ly  t r u e  o f  t h e  English 
speaking world and it i s  reasonable t o  expeot that a 
Canadian univers i ty  would present espec ia l ly  favorable 
opportuni t ies  f o r  inf luencing both English and Amerioan 
neurolom. With psychiatry, neurology has a common in- 
t e r e s t  i n  t h e  anatomy, t h e  physiology, and t h e  pathology 
of t h e  nemous system, and i f  theory were t o  neglect 
nevertheless pract ioe would emphasize t h e  importance of 
neuro1oq;y t o  tho study o f  mental disease.  

The present e f fo r t  i n  developing neurology a t  McGill Uni- 
v e r s i t y  began about t e n  years ago with t h e  appointment 
of t w o  c l i n i c a l  professors.  Reorganization o f  the de- 
partment i n  1928 resu l ted  i n  t h e  appointment o f  Drs. 
Penfield and Cone i n  t h e  in t en t  t o  develop inves t iga t ion  
and neurosurgery. D r .  Pearoe foresaw t h e  f u r t h e r  de- 
velopment o f  t h e  department when he arranged f o r  a 



2 

spec i s l  traveliny; fellowship f o r  D r .  Penf'ield Find consented 
t o  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  neuro logica l  department of p a r t s  
o f  t h e  ?SF p,rants t o  ~~1cGi l l .  in medicine nnd surgery. 
Fenfield i s  forty years  old.  H i s  t ra ininc;  wi th  Cusiiing, 
Sherrington, Cajal, and Foers te r  and a t  Queen's qqucrrc has 
been unusually thorough. 
ab i l i t y  and h i s  c h a r a d e s  resu l ted  i n  a c a l l  t o  t h e  pro- 
fessorsh ip  of neurology a t  t h e  Univ. of Pennsylvania i n  
t h e  autumn of 1931. He is a highly valuable  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  of North American neurology. He has able ass i s tan ts  
and i n  s p i t e  o f  great  overcrowding i n  t h e  present quarters, 
where one table must serve two or t h r e e  workers, Penfield 
has attracl ,ed s i x  young men on fel lowships  f rom f i v e  coun- 
t r i e s  f o r  work i n  var ious phases of neurology. The hudget 
of 1930-1931 wn3 f o r  $32,418, of which Rlmost, ha l f  c m e  
f r o m  gifts of  pa t ien ts .  Continuance a f t e r  1.953 without 
o t k r  a id  ..i17 be impossfble a t  m o x  than  t h e  
pres rn t  l eve l .  A s i d e  from t h e  ,.;res[: interest of : ~ ~ ' w \ o c  
-4rcliibRld (surgeq7) in t h e  conkinuance of neurosureical  
work i n  t h e  Demrtment of Neurology, and t h e  c6Dperat,ion 
o f  Prof. Meakins i n  according beds f o r  medical neurology, 
two other  professors  a t  T d c G i l l  are eager  t o  co%perate i n  
t h e  f u r t h e r  development of neurology: Prof, Babkin4 a for- 
mer pupil  of Pavlov, as reeetirch professor in t h e  f l e l d  o f  
condi t  i oncd ref1 exes) and Prof. Beat t  i e  i n  anatomical 
s tud ies  of the sympathetio nervous system. I t  would now 
be wi th in  t h e  policy and purposes of t h e  Royal. 7 i o t o r i a  
Hospi ta l  t o  have a service f o r  psych in tw  as par t  of t h e  
hosp i t a l  and a s t e p  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  i s  taken  i n  t h e  
present projeo t  i n  a f ford ing  qua r t s r s  i n  t h e  proposed 
bui ld ing  f o r  experimental work i n  psychiatry t o  Dr.Slight, 
who is in  charge of psychiatry a t  McGiIl. 

Ld &-Ad b-6.. 
Dr, 

This t r a i n i n g ,  toge ther  with h i s  

( 3 )  The request i s  f o r  a i d  in t he  construction, furnishing,and 
equipment of l a b o r a t o v  quar te rs  in a seven-story wing of 
t h e  Royal V ic to r i a  Eospital, and f o r  a id  i n  t h e  endowment 
of t h e  research i c t i v i t i e s  i n  neurology. Detailed c s t i -  
mates and plan:: have been subni; Led which shorn t h e  f o l l o w -  
ing sugt;e;ted d i s t r i b u t i o n  of cos t s  f o r  t h e  bui ld ing  (in 
Canadian d o l l a r s )  : 

Hoyal Vic to r i a  Rockefel ler  
Uni-wr s 1-tv H o m i t a l  Foiindcrtion 

1. Building* $172,336 4) 172,3363 
2. Furnishing 70,000 
3 .  Unforeseen 1 & 2 25,800 25,800 
4. So. Equipment 34,516 
S. Land 

I_ $ 32,000 

$268,136 $ 32,000 $ 292,652 

*Contains a s  estimated 8413,832 cubic f e e t  and c o s t  p r  cu. f t .  i s  $0.957 
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For mairrtentince the f o l l m v i n g  d iv is ion  i s  suggested (Canadian 
dollars): 

The RF is asked f o r :  
The University guarantees: 

Yearly Capital  represented Yearly_ a t  5% 
Capitalized 

Maintenanae of bldg. $12,000 $240,000 
Hospital  charges 

f o r  32 f r e e  beds 18,000 360 , 000 
Research & teaching 5,000 100,000 $66,450 $1,129,000 

$35,000 $700,000 $56,450 $1,129,000 

-- 

The t o t a l  i s  thus:  

M o G i l l  Univ. Rockefeller Foundation 

Land, bui1ding)and equipment $300,136 $232,652 

zat ion of maintenance 700,000 1 j 129,000 

$1,000,136 $1,361,652 

Furnishings & unforeseen c a p i t a l i -  t yea ;--e 

(4)  It is believed t h a t  a grant fromthe Rockefeller Foundation t o  
meet t h e  request of t h e  University o f  M c G i l l  
would make possible a valuable i n s t i t u t e  of neurology. Suoh 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  are an in tegra l  need of t h e  development o f  t r a i n -  
ing and research i n  t h e  f i e l d  of mental and nervous diseases .  
The loca t ion  13 Canada i s  advantageous t o  t h e  advanoement of  
neiv developments i n  n e u r o l o g  throughout t h e  English-speaking 
world. The loon1 guarantees and promises of support both 
f inanc ia l  and s c i e n t i f i c  are unusual. The d i r e c t o r  is EL man 
of considerable a b i l i t y  and great  in-tluonce a s  a leader,  with 
a fi-st-rate t r a i n i n g  although o n l y  f o r t y  years o l d .  
posed f a c i l i t i e s  and maintenance a r e  planned w i t h  espec ia l  
reference t o  intensive research work and t h e  provisions f o r  ad- 
vanced t r a in ing  are suah a s  t o  make possible  an important in-  
fluence by t h i s  i n s t i t u t e  i n  t h e  preparation of teachers  and 
inve s t  iga t  o rs . 

The pro-  

AG : Pli 
11/30/3 1 


